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THOMAS STANTON SOCIETY
Homestead open house
reveals encouraging signs
By Tom Mennillo

Suffragist hero’s
statue is unveiled
In a ceremony delayed a year
by the COVID-19 pandemic, a
statue of our cousin Elizabeth
Cady Stanton was unveiled in
Johnstown, New York, Sept. 2.
The bronze likeness of a
hometown hero, born in
Johnstown in 1815, was two
years in the cra ing and funded
by contribu ons from people
the world over.
Speeches and performances
led to the unveiling, and a
representa ve of Gov. Kathy
Hochul read a proclama on for
Women’s Equality Day.

You might view current photos of the Stanton-Davis
Homestead and despair at an apparent lack of progress in its
ongoing restoration.
Fear not, dear cousins. Beneath the surface, lots has been
done -- and is being done -- to strengthen the historic building
from the bottom up.
Also encouraging is that our cousin Brian McCormick has
joined the Homestead Museum board of directors and will
bring his extensive experience to the task of raising the
necessary funds for completion of the home’s roof and interior.
Those developments were revealed at an open house Sept.
19 -- a glorious late summer day in the Pawcatuck section of
Stonington, Connecticut.
Continued on Page 2

The famed su ragist was a
descendant of Thomas and
Anna Lord Stanton, as was her
husband, Henry.
As a child she was an observer
to court rulings handed down
by her father, Daniel Cady, that
reinforced a system denying
property and other rights to
women. Thus began a lifelong
struggle for equal protec on
under the law.

Gil Bliss (right) leads a tour during the open house Sept. 19.
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Continued from Page 1
Board president Gil Bliss led tours of the house.
He and McCormick laid out a vision for how the
restored Homestead, its treasured possessions
and the adjacent farmland will provide the
public with a vivid
glimpse into our
nation’s evolution
over the centuries.
As a living museum,
it will tell the stories
of settlers, displaced
natives and enslaved
Africans from the
1600s onward.
The home,
Stonington’s oldest
still standing, was
built in 1670 for
Thomas Stanton’s
son Robert and was
expanded in 1720
and 1750.

Now, focus turns to the roof. That’s where
fundraising will be critical, with McCormick at
the effort’s center. He has 23 years of such
experience under his belt.
Then the final, “cosmetic” touches can be
completed. Some of
that work is being
done little by little in
preparation for the
big push to come.
See www.stantondavishomestead.org
for more information
on the nonprofit
Homestead Museum
-- an entity
unaffiliated with the
Thomas Stanton
Society. Its latest
newsletter, dated
July 2021, may be
downloaded at
https://stantondavishomestead.org/
newsletters.

At various times as
many as three
For more information
generations lived
on SDHM’s
there, each adding to
fundraising
its possessions -campaign, please
some of which can
reach out to Brian
Brian McCormick stands in the Homestead’s entry.
be seen in the
McCormick at
Homestead now and
bjmccormick@mac.com or 917-671-8945.
the rest are in archival storage. The adjacent
farm, continuously worked for 350 years, is the
And for a private tour of the Homestead, at any
state’s oldest still in operation.
time of the year (dress accordingly for the
weather), or for information on joining or
From observation and the narrative spun by
donating to the organization, please contact
Bliss, it’s clear much work must be done to
SDHM through www.stantonmake the vision a reality.
davishomestead.org.
Fortunately, work on the foundation and the
Tours are $35 for an individual or $45 for a
exterior has shored up the house so the
family. That’s the same price as an SDHM
remaining work can be done with less fear that
membership, so if you’re in the neighborhood
a big storm -- not unheard of on the Connecticut
you can kill two birds with one stone.
shoreline -- will destroy the dream.
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Saybrook: A pivotal
time in Thomas’s life
By Tom Mennillo
It was a young and unproven Thomas Stanton who
set out from Boston to Connec cut’s Saybrook
Colony in mid-1636 for a cri cal parley between
English se lers and na ves.
We don’t know for sure when or where Thomas had
debarked in the New World. We know only that in a
very short period of me he learned the language
and customs of the local tribes.
Thomas was not at that point the gure he would
become over the decades: husband and father;
successful trader; local commissioner and
magistrate; state legislator; and chief interpreter for
all the United Colonies of New England.
In short, as his career evolved he was a man
frequently “on the wing,” as an author put it,
traveling long distances to par cipate in summits
cri cal to the survival and growth of the colonies.
But that was all in the future when Thomas, at
about age 20, ventured to Saybrook for the parley.

Among other troubling signs, in recent weeks
English Captains Mason and Newton (or Norton)
had been slain by Indians -- jus ably, in the
na ves’ eyes, because of their mistreatment by
Mason.
Life-and-death decisions, then, needed to be made
about how to counter the threat. And intelligence
the traveling party gathered would be essen al to
colonial leaders’ delibera ons.
Thomas was cau oned by Gardiner not to answer
any of the Indians’ ques ons directly because the
party was not authorized to speak on behalf of the
colonies. Instead, his key role was to observe, listen
and translate.
Would the sachems rebut, and possibly refute, the
charges of aggression? Capitulate and pay
repara ons?
Neither. As they opened up to Thomas, the na ves
struck a de ant tone, boas ng they could kill
English “like mosquitoes” and revealing they
planned to a ack the newly se led Connec cut
Colony towns of Windsor, Har ord and Wethers eld
up river.

Accompanying Thomas on the trip were Saybrook
patentee George Fenwick; Fenwick’s man-servant;
the Rev. Hugh Peters; and trader John Oldham.

Indeed, Thomas noted, many of the Indians were
wearing garb that must have been taken forcibly.
And word was about to arrive through the Dutch
that 14 se lers had been killed in Wethers eld in a
na ve raid.

The party started o riding west and, according to
reports, boarded a shallop -- an open wooden
workboat -- on the banks of the Connec cut River
for the trip south to Saybrook, where the river
emp es into Long Island Sound.

The die was cast. War was soon declared. Figh ng
that would last two years and end in the decima on
of the Pequots commenced, with Thomas in the
thick of it -- nearly losing his life in one skirmish.

Lt. Lion Gardiner, commander of the con ngent sent
in late 1635 to secure the patent’s lands from the
Dutch and Indians, awaited their arrival.

Somehow, as the war raged, Thomas found the me
to establish himself among the founders of Har ord
and marry Anna, daughter of prominent couple
Thomas and Dorothy (Bird) Lord.

The parley came at a tense juncture for residents
not only of Saybrook but of the nascent Connec cut
Colony up river.

His star was on the rise, in an arc Saybrook had
helped launch.
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The Stantons of
Illinois and Indiana
Our cousin Dennis Boyd can look back on several
genera ons of his family’s Stanton descendants in
Indiana and Illinois.
Daniel Cookingham Stanton was born on April 9,
1807, in Big Indian, New York. His father was Nathan
and his mother was Hannah. Daniel married Amelia
Eliza Van Steenburg on Feb. 29, 1844.
They had eight children in 19 years.
Daniel died on March 24, 1893, in
Chicago, Illinois, having lived 85
years.
Daniel and Amelia’s children were
Fred James Stanton (1845–1908),
born in Delaware, New York; Sarah
Lucinda Stanton (1848–1916), born
in Big Indian, Ulster, New York
(Dennis’s great-grandmother);
George Amy Stanton (1850–1919),
born in Delaware, New York; and ve
children born in Grant Park, Illinois: Hannah Eliza
Stanton (1853–1885), John Wellington Stanton
(1855–1930), Mary Melinda Stanton (1858–1865),
Bertha Angeline Stanton (1861–1943), and William
Franklin Stanton (1865–1865).
Around 1853, Daniel and his family migrated to a
farm two miles west of Grant Park, Illinois. Daniel
moved around quite a bit in the Midwest. The U.S.
Census shows him living in 1880 in Mount Carroll,
Illinois, and in 1885 he lived in Dickinson, Iowa.
Some me before he died, he moved to Cook
County, Illinois, near Chicago and his death
cer cate states he died there. He died on March
24, 1893, and is buried in Union Corners Cemetery
near Grant Park, Illinois.
Daniel’s father Nathan Stanton (1778–1866) was
born in Rensselaerville, Albany, New York. The 1860

Census shows Nathan and his wife, Hannah, also
living near Grant Park, Illinois, probably with his son.
Nathan died on Jan. 24, 1866, and is buried in Union
Corners Cemetery. Nathan’s wife Hannah Amy
(Eighmey) died on Oct. 24 of that year and is also
buried in the Union Corners Cemetery.
Other Stantons living in Illinois and listed are
Daniel’s wife Amelia, who died on Feb. 16, 1877,
and was buried in Union Corners; Daniel’s daughter
Hannah Eliza, who married Henry McAfee, died
March 1885 and is buried in Momence, Illinois.

Daniel’s brother James Harvey Stanton was born in
1824 in Greene County, New York. James served in
the Union Army during the Civil War from
1861-1865. In 1865 his residence was listed in
Hardenburgh, New York. Some me between 1865
and his death, he migrated to the Grant Park,
Illinois, area and he died on Sept. 12, 1885, and is
buried in Union Corners Cemetery.
Daniel’s brother George Washington Stanton was
born May 19, 1820, in Greene, New York. He
married Mary Lucinda Cole in 1850 and lived in
Green, New York. The 1860 Census shows him living
in Grant Park, Illinois. George died on May 2, 1890,
and is buried in Union Corners Cemetery. George’s
wife Mary died some me a er 1880 and is buried
in Ellico ville, New York.
Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4
Daniel’s sister Sarah (Sally) M. Stanton was born Jan.
25, 1809, in Lexington, Greene, New York. She
married Harlow Loomis in 1835 in Lexington, New
York. In 1850 she lived in Sherburne, Illinois, and in
1860 lived near Grant Park, Illinois. Her husband
Harlow died in 1873 in Grant Park. Sally died April
22, 1892, and is buried next to her husband at
Union Corners Cemetery.
Dennis’s great-grandmother Sarah Lucinda (Stanton)
Boyd was born in 1848 in Big Indian, New York, and
at the age of 7 moved with her family to the Grant
Park, Illinois, area. On Oct. 1, 1874, she married
Thomas Boyd near Kankakee, Illinois.
Thomas was born in 1830 in Ireland and had
migrated to New Brunswick, Canada, at the age of
2. A er living there and losing his rst wife, he
migrated to the U.S. and worked near Grant Park. In
1879 Tom and Sarah purchased an 80-acre farm
near Lake Village, Indiana.
They raised two children, William and Cora, and
both died on the farm. Both Tom and Sarah are
buried in Union Corners Cemetery near the other
Stanton family members.
Lineage from the Illinois-Indiana Stantons is Nathan
– Daniel – Sarah – William – Roy and Dennis Boyd.

Stanton place names
in the UK, Americas
As the Stanton family se led around England and
Wales, and later the United States, it established
such a presence it imprinted the Stanton name.
Of course, these place names also gave rise to
schools, pubs, inns, parks, businesses, and roads.
United Kingdom
There are at least 34 place names (not coun ng

roads, buildings, etc.) in England and Wales bearing
the Stanton or Staunton name:
Stanton Drew Bristol
Staunton, Coleford
New Stanton, Derbyshire
Stanton by Bridge, Derbyshire
Stanton by Dale, Derbyshire
Stanton Gate, Derbyshire
Stanton in Peak, Derbyshire
Stanton Lees, Derbyshire
Stanton Moor, Derbyshire
Stanton, Derbyshire
Stanton, Gloucestershire
Staunton, Gloucestershire
Staunton, Hereford
Staunton on the Wye, Hereford
Stanton under Bardon, Leicestershire
Staunton on Arrow, Leominster
Stanton, Northumberland
Stanton Hill No nghamshire
Staunton in the Vale, No ngham
Stanton Harcourt, Oxfordshire
Stanton St John, Oxfordshire
Stanton Lacy, Shropshire
Stanton Long, Shropshire
Stanton upon Hine Heath, Shropshire
Stanton Prior, Somerset
Stanton Wick, Somerset
Stanton, Sta ordshire
Stanton Chare, Su olk
Stanton, Su olk
Stanton Fitzwarren, Wiltshire
Stanton St Bernard, Wiltshire
Stanton St Quin n, Wiltshire
Stanton Broadway, Worcestershire
Two ovals drawn on a map of the UK would
encompass all but one of the geographic places on
the list (Northumberland). The concentra on is
mostly the East and West Midlands regions, the
eastern part of Wales and the Southwest region.
Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5
Addi onally, Su olk has three Stanton-named
places.
United States and Canada
There are at least 28 towns, ci es, townships, and
coun es named Stanton or Staunton in North
America.
Stanton, California
Stanton, Delaware
Staunton, Illinois
Staunton, Indiana
Stanton, Iowa
Stanton and Stanton County, Kansas
Stanton, Kentucky
Stanton, Michigan
Stanton, Mississippi
Stanton, Missouri
Stanton, Nebraska
Stanton, New Jersey
Fort Stanton, New Mexico
Stanton, North Dakota
Stanton, Ontario
Stanton, Pennsylvania
Stanton, Tennessee
Stanton, Texas
Staunton, Virginia
Stanton, Dunn County, Wisconsin
Stanton, St. Croix County, Wisconsin
Stanton townships: IA, KS, MI, MN, NE
Noteworthy Stanton places include:
•

Staunton State Park, Colorado.

•

Stanton Park, Washington, D.C., operated by
the Na onal Park Service. The four-acre park
is named a er Edwin Stanton, and the statue
featured at the center depicts revolu onary
war hero Gen. Nathanael Greene.

•

Stanton College Preparatory School,
Jacksonville, Florida, one of the top ranked
high schools in the United States.

More vignettes from
the Stanton ‘bible’
By Rick Stanton
During the past 12 to 18 months or so, I combed
through A Record, Genealogical, Biographical,
Sta s cal of Thomas Stanton, of Connec cut, and
His Descendants. 1635-1891 by William A Stanton
and added all the approximately 17,000 names into
my personal family tree.
Along the way, I found many interes ng stories and
small dbits about some of the ancestors in our
family tree. I ended up documen ng these stories in
31 separate ar cles. In an e ort to present this
mul tude of informa on in a more concise way, I
will a empt to pick out some of the more
interes ng stories to publish in our TSS
Newsle ers.
As these compila ons get published, I can post the
ini al ar cles from which these excerpts originate
into our Facebook group or, upon request, send
them out via email.
First up is Herbert Evere Stanton -- Adams (6),
Robert (5), Joshua (4), William (3), Thomas (2),
Thomas (1) -- born Apr 3, 1836, in Monson,
Massachuse s. He is a brother to the African
missionary Maria Stanton men oned in TSS
Newsle er Vol.3 No.8. Evere was a soldier in the
Civil War. He was severely wounded in December
1864, recovered and returned to ac ve service, but
was never heard from again.
John Stanton -- Henry (5), Joshua (4), William (3),
Thomas (2), Thomas (1) -- born about 1796 in
Stonington, Connec cut. When a young man, he
enlisted in the U.S. Navy but was cruelly treated and
deserted. Fearing arrest, he assumed the name
Brown. He married Elizabeth (?) and moved from
Continued on Page 7
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Continued from Page 6
Massachuse s to Illinois, where he was known as
John Stanton. Then returning to Massachuse s he
was known as John Brown.
Azariah Stanton -- Azariah (6), Azariah (5), Bridget
(4), William (3), Thomas (2), Thomas (1) -- born
1792 in Stonington, d. April 19, 1854. He was a
soldier in the War of 1812. He married Mercy W.
Williams Jan. 1, 1818. Azariah and Mercy had 10
children, including triplet daughters born July 11,
1838. The triplets died on the 13th and 20th of July,
1838. Only three of the 10 children lived past 7
years old.
Lyman Frank Baum -- Cynthia
Ann (7), Oliver (6), Robert (5),
Joshua (4), William (3). Thomas
(2), Thomas (1) -- born May 15,
1856, in Chi enango, New York.
No dbits on him in our Stanton
book that was published 1891,
just his lis ng. The Wizard of Oz
is not published un l 1900.

a soldier in the Civil War and was disabled thereby.
He had several children, but only two lived beyond
infancy.
Algenia E. Stanton -- George W. (7), John M. (6),
Robert (5), Joshua (4), William (3). Thomas (2),
Thomas (1) -- born July 23, 1850. Married Oct. 11,
1868, to Mathew S. Barber of Milmine, Illinois, who
was born in South Kingston, Rhode Island. They had
seven children. The rst three -- Le e (b. 1869),
Adelaide (b. 1871), and Susan (b. 1876) -- all died
within nine days of each other in 1879.
Chapter 3 of our Stanton book from 1891 is all
about the descendants of Capt.
John Stanton and consists of 286
out of 497 pages (over 57
percent) of the genealogy part of
the book. I suppose this par ally
explains why a good many
members of The Thomas Stanton
Society descend from Capt. John.

Capt. John Stanton, second son
of Thomas and Anna Stanton,
was born 1641 in Har ord,
Rev. James Stanton -- John (6),
Connec cut. Married 1664 to
Robert (5), Joshua (4), William
Hannah Thompson. died Oct 31,
George Denison Prentice (p. 11)
(3). Thomas (2), Thomas (1) -1713, in Stonington. In 1654, he
born in Cazenovia, New York,
and John Minor were elected by
Dec. 2, 1830. He married Jane e Pa son in
the Court of Commissioners to be educated as
Cazenovia Nov. 10, 1853. James was a sailor un l he
teachers of the Gospel to the Indians.
was 23 years old. A few years a er marriage he
entered the ministry of the M.E. Church and was in
Both young men, however, ul mately le their
1887 pastor at Cayuga, New York. In 1888 he moved
studies and devoted themselves to other pursuits.
to Ormond, Volusia County, Florida.
Feb.18,1675, John Stanton was commissioned
William Azariah Stanton -- Azariah (7), (Azariah (6),
Azariah (5), Bridget (4), William (3). Thomas (2),
Thomas (1) -- born Aug. 24, 1827, in Stonington.
Married in Cortland, New York, April 2, 1850, to
Lucy Ann Brown. William was a painter and
decorator; in religion an Episcopalian and in poli cs
a Democrat. He died April 13, 1873, and is buried at
N.Y. Bay Cemetery, Jersey City Heights. He served as

captain of one of the four Connec cut regiments in
King Philip’s War. He served with dis nc on in this
war, and was in command at the me of the capture
of Canonchet, the chief sachem of all the
Narranganse s.
John’s homestead farm was on the banks of the
Continued on Page 8
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Continued from Page 7
Mys c River. His mansion was s ll to be seen in
1891. The farm of 300 acres adjoined John Gallup’s
on the west and Capt. George Denison’s on the
north. The Pequotsepos Brook was the dividing line
between the Stanton and Denison lands.
John Stanton -- Capt. John (2), Thomas (1) -- born
May 22, 1665, lived in Preston on lands given him
by his father. His wife Mary and his son Jabez were
the executors of his will. (Note: I men on this only
because this Mary is Mary Starkweather, of whom
much has been studied. There is no men on in the
book of Mary’s last name, let alone her parents’
names.)
Joseph Stanton -- John (3), Capt. John (2), Thomas
(1) -- born Feb 11, 1710, in Preston, Connec cut.
Married Abigail Freeman in 1737 and lived rst in
Preston. In 1754 he moved to Dutchess County,
New York -- this is personally interes ng to me as I
live in Dutchess County -- and subsequently to
Coeymans, Albany County, New York, on Stanton’s
Hill. (This is also interes ng to me, as last fall my
brother Bob and I met Dave Paul at a small family
wooded cemetery on private property in Coeymans,
New York, where many of this par cular family are
buried. Dave placed a ag on the grave of Joseph’s
son Ebenezer to honor his service in the
Revolu onary War.)
Capt. Amos Stanton -- John (4), Joseph (3), Capt.
John (2), Thomas (1) -- born Nov. 20, 1750, to John
Stanton and Prudence Chesebrough. Killed in Fort
Griswold on Sept. 6, 1781, by Bri sh troops under
command of the traitor Benedict Arnold.
Elijah Stanton -- Daniel (4), John (3), Capt. John (2),
Thomas (1) -- born 1754 in Preston, Connec cut.
When 14 years old he enlisted in the Colonial Army
and served through the Revolu onary War. He was
the body servant of General Washington for a me.
Captured by the Bri sh, he was one of the
unfortunates who su ered the horrors of the prison

ship Jersey, where he caught the smallpox. He and
fellow prisoners were reduced to the necessity of
feeding upon vermin picked from their bodies.
A er his exchange, his brother Elisha visited him
and caught smallpox, losing an eye. A er the war,
Elijah se led near Li le Falls, Herkimer County, New
York. In 1791 he married Lucy Godell, daughter of
Abijah Godell of Long Island. She was born in 1760
and died in 1832. Their home was in Fair eld,
Herkimer County, New York, where all their 10
children were born. He died in 1847, age 93 years,
and rests in Eaton’s Bush Cemetery.
Sally Stanton -- William (5), Jabez (4), John (3), Capt.
John (2), Thomas (1) -- born Feb. 15, 1800. Married
David Drew. She died on her 85th birthday. Sally
received a widow’s pension of eight dollars per
month star ng Oct. 21,1879, since her husband
Drew had served in the War of 1812 as a private.
Col. Asa Stanton -- David (4), John (3), Capt. John
(2), Thomas (1) -- born March 2, 1760. Married
March 13,1788, Keziah (also known as Desire)
Kimball. He died Nov. 12, 1817. They moved from
Norwich Connec cut, to Wayne County,
Pennsylvania. He was a farmer and a tavern keeper.
Asa built a log cabin near the present village of
Waymart, Wayne County, Pennsylvania. There they
lived for about 27 years. In 1812, they moved to
Bethany, Pennsylvania. In 1817, as they were
returning from a visit to Connec cut, Asa was
drowned while crossing the Delaware River at
Cochecton.
From other sources, there is more to Asa’s story:
Asa Stanton served as a private in Capt. Edward
Mo ’s company in 1776, raised for the defense and
protec on of New London, Connec cut.
From a Find-A-Grave story: He was in the ba le of
White Plains, Nov. 16, 1776. Asa also served on
board a privateer under Capt. John Lamb, and he
Continued on Page 9
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Continued from Page 8
was taken prisoner on board of a prize vessel in
which he had been sent by Captain Lamb and
carried into Halifax, Nova Sco a, where he was
detained as a prisoner for nine months. He was
paroled and soon a erwards sailed on board
another privateer from New London and was again
taken prisoner and carried into New York and
imprisoned for the dura on of the war on the
Bri sh ship Jersey in New York
Harbor, where he su ered untold
hardships.
As I read this, I wondered how
did he became a colonel if he
was a private? His gravestone
says he was a colonel. Well, the
answer is found further along in
Asa’s Find-A-Grave story: He was
made a Colonel of Mili a and in
the War of 1812 received orders
to march to Erie, Pennsylvania,
but before his regiment could be
made ready the order was
countermanded, and with
Perry's victory on Lake Erie the
war was soon over.

Lamb’s Company of Connec cut Cavalry and he was
engaged in at least the Ba le of White Plains (New
York), where New England enlisted men fought
alongside General Washington’s other men against
Bri sh Gen. William Howe’s troops.
Find-a-Grave has more on Jason’s military service
with some di erent info: “In 1837 this veteran
applied for a pension based upon his service in the
Revolu onary War, and he alleged that he served
from March 2, 1776, in the
Connec cut Troops as a private
under Capts. Latham, Edward
Mo , Oliver Coit and Col. John
Ely. In 1777 and 1778 he served
under Capt.s Babcock, Latham,
Alexander Stewart and Col.s
Ledyard and John Ely. On Oct. 12,
1779, he commenced serving as
trumpeter in Capt. Lemuel
Lamb's Company of Cavalry.

“He assisted in the erec on of
Fort Griswold. He was called out
on frequent alarms and was
among the rst to enter Fort
Griswold a er the massacre of
its garrison, which was
commanded by Colonel Ledyard.
Jason Stanton (a brother of Col.
The company to which he
Asa) -- David (4), John (3), Capt.
Col. Clarence Prentice (p. 11)
belonged led the procession the
John (2), Thomas (1) -- born 1761
following day when Colonel
in Preston, Connec cut. Married (1st) Keziah
Ledyard was buried with military honors. His
Brumley, who died leaving one child. Jason served in
pensionable service me amounted to 17 months
the War of 1812 and Jan 31, 1843, died in Clinton,
as private of Infantry and one month and 10 days as
Wayne County, Pennsylvania. Jason married (2nd)
private of Cavalry.”
Sabra Olin in July 1794 and had ve children. Jason
married (3rd) Sally Beckwith June 1806 and had
Also from Find-A-Grave: “Jason Stanton, born 1760,
seven more children. One died young. (Jason is my
died 1842, was one of the pioneer se lers of
4th great grandfather via third wife Sally Beckwith.)
Northeastern Pennsylvania. Coming here from
A li le more to Jason’s story than what is in our
1891 book. He was a veteran of the American
Revolu onary War. On March 12, 1776, he enlisted
as a private, serving as a trumpeter in Capt. Lemuel

Connec cut in 1811 with his wife and eight children
by ox teams and se led in part of the state called
Continued on Page 10
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Canaan, near Waymart, taking 24 days to complete
the journey. Many hardships were endured by the
family incident to se ling in a new loca on. A log
house was then built by the se lers. The road, part
of he way, being a blazed trail through the forest.
Wild animals were plen ful such as the panther,
bear, wolf and deer.”
Levi Stanton -- David (4), John (3), Capt. John (2),
Thomas (1) -- born at Preston, Connec cut, in 1767;
married Nancy Brumbley. He went to northeastern
Pennsylvania, where he died April 20, 1845. The
book notes, “His own descendants have furnished
me no informa on, but through Miss Helen S.
Stanton of Waymart I have secured all that can be
had.”
In contrast to Levi, there is much info on the next
Stanton. Samuel Stanton -- Samuel (4), John (3),
Capt. John (2), Thomas (1) -- born in Preston,
Connec cut, April 17, 1759. Married Martha
Carpenter Morse in Preston Dec. 3, 1786. Samuel
lived in Preston for three years a er marriage. In
June 1789, he purchased a large tract of land in
Wayne County, Pennsylvania, and became the rst
se ler in Mt. Pleasant township of said county. He
had previously done some surveying in that sec on
for William Cooper of Cooperstown, New York. His
purchase was 322 acres for which he paid 322
pounds to Thomas Rogers of Philadelphia, for whom
Cooper acted as agent. The next day, June 30, 1789,
he bought nearly 3,000 acres. In this sale William
Cooper acted as agent for Thomas Franklin, William
and Andrew Craig, and others.
In June 1790, Samuel began to work the land and he
brought his whole family there April 10, 1791. The
next winter, he and his whole family nearly perished
through starva on and sickness, but relief came at
last in the person of a hunter, Frederick Coates,
whose dogs chased a deer near Samuel’s cabin.
When, in later years, Samuel kept a tavern, the

horns of that deer were nailed to the top of his
signpost.
In physical aspect, Samuel Stanton was tall, broadshouldered, heavy, but not corpulent. He had a light
complexion, so blue eyes, very light brown hair
and whiskers verging a li le to the sandy shade. In
temperament he was sanguine, his imagina on was
lively and his intellect well developed. His powers of
concentra on were almost too well developed, for
if absorbed in a book he became oblivious to all the
rest of the world. He was said to have read over
2,000 volumes, concerning the contents of which he
could converse intelligently.
Samuel had some aspira ons toward poetry and he
wrote more than 50 hymns, some of which had a
place in the hymn books used by the Free
Communion Bap sts, of whom he was one.
Near the close of his life, he moved to western
Pennsylvania. He had been appointed commissioner
of a state road in the sec on; this o ce gave him
some business in Harrisburg. Taking his family he
went to the west branch of the Susquehanna; le
them to proceed on their way while he went to
Harrisburg, expec ng to meet them later. He
stopped in Bellefonte, Center County, to visit his
friend Judge Burnside, and there suddenly died.
April 15,1816.
Capt. William Stanton — Joseph (4), Joseph (3),
Capt. John (2), Thomas (1) — born March 5, 1745, in
Stonington, Connec cut. Married (1st) Hannah
Williams Nov. 10, 1773. She died and he married
(2nd) Hannah Foster. He died in Stonington July 12,
1828, and was buried in the old Denison burial
ground, but his remains were a erward removed to
the Elm Grove Cemetery. (William served as captain
in 8th regiment of Connec cut mili a at the ba le
of White Plains.)
Judge Joshua Stanton -- Elijah (4), Thomas (3), Capt.
Continued on Page 11
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Continued from Page 10

Stanton descendant!

John (2), Thomas (1) -- born April 1740 in Preston,
Connec cut. He administered his father’s estate at
Pi s eld, Massachuse s, in 1763, the father dying
in 1761 at Great Barrington, Massachuse s.

George Denison Pren ce -- Rufus (6), Sarah (5),
John (4), John (3), Capt. John (2), Thomas (1) -- born
Dec. 18, 1802, in Preston, Connec cut, to Rufus
Pren ce and Sarah Stanton. He married Harriet
Benham of Louisville, Kentucky, Aug.18,1835.

In 1774, Joshua lived in Colchester, Vermont, and
March 18, 1793, he was elected moderator of the
rst town mee ng for organizing the town. For
three years, he was chief judge of Chi enden
County. He was one of the founders of the
University of Vermont. He built the Penniman
House and in 1795 built grist mills in Wes ord. In
1781, the charter of Wolco was granted to Joshua
Stanton and 61 others.

Pren ce was a Kentuckian by adop on and a Yankee
by na vity. His parents were compara vely poor,
but his fondness for learning was early evinced. He
graduated at Brown University, Providence, Rhode
Island, in 1823, just as he a ained his majority. He
then studied law and was admi ed to the bar, but
was driven to literature for the obtainment of
present needs.

From a SAR applica on: Joshua Stanton appointed
2nd Lt. 7/27/1775 Green Mountain Boys.
He was appointed
captain of Lt. Col. Seth
Warner’s Con nental
Regiment July 5,
1776, and served ll
January 1777. He
raised and equipped
his own company and
served throughout
the war, feeding and
clothing the members
of his company at his
own expense.

In 1828, he took charge of the New England Review,
where he quickly
a racted a en on by
his terse, incisive, and
epigramma c style.
Two years later he
went to Kentucky to
write the life of Henry
Clay. “Old Harry of the
West” was then the
pride of the Whig
party and its bright
par cular star. The
leaders of his party
had chosen him as
their candidate for
Letter from George D. Prentice to President Lincoln
president, and
Col. Elijah Stanton -Pren ce, being an
Elijah (4), Thomas (3),
ardent admirer of Clay, began the biography for the
Capt. John (2), Thomas (1) -- born December 1750
laudable purpose of showing the public the
in Preston, Connec cut, and died in 1833 at
greatness of the man.
Salisbury, Connec cut. Elijah had three wives: (1)
Jemima Beach (d. 1815), (2) Widow Benjamin of
In November 1830, Pren ce went to Louisville to
South Egremont, Massachuse s, (3) Widow Wright
take charge of the Journal, a newspaper that had
of She eld, Massachuse s. Elijah was at the siege
been started by the Whigs especially for him.
of Boston and in the New York campaign.
Quickly, he was in the foremost local res of the
There are ve full pages in the book on our next

Continued on Page 12
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Continued from Page 11
poli cal ba les of those days, and hand to hand
with Shadrock Penn, the editor of the Louisville
Adver ser, the ablest journalist then in the west.
It was expected by Penn’s par sans that he would
overwhelm the youngster at once, but he didn’t.
They fought like giants for 11 years, and at last Penn
yielded before the s nging sha s of Pren ce’s
sa re, wit, sarcasm, irony, and logic. Pren ce
became famous throughout the land, and Penn
re red to St. Louis.
By excessive wri ng Pren ce brought upon himself,
in 1840, an a ic on called writer’s paralysis. He
tried to learn to write le -handed, but failed. He
a empted to write with both hands, and would
wrap his pen or pencil with bandages to enlarge it,
indeed, all sorts of remedies, methods, and
contrivances were resorted in order to overcome
the di culty, but none were sa sfactory.
The typewriter of today would have been a blessing.
He employed an amanuensis thenceforward,
though he could, li le at a me, manage with both
hands to write a few sentences when necessity
demanded.
When sen ment of secession began to grow in the
South, Pren ce was a strong Unionist, though both
of his sons, his only children, Courtland and
Clarence, went into the Confederate army.

photo on page 9 of Colonel Clarence. both found in
Ancestry.)
In 1868, Henry Wa erson became editor and part
owner of the Journal, and Pren ce, who had then
grown prematurely old and feeble, did very li le
work. In the course of six months the Journal was
consolidated with the Courier and became what is
now known as the Courier-Journal. About a year
a erward, Pren ce died at the residence of his son,
Col. Clarence Pren ce, a few miles below Louisville
on the Ohio River.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Thomas Stanton Society is an organiza on for
the descendants and family members of our
colonial Connec cut ancestors Thomas Stanton and
Anna Lord. The purpose of the organiza on is to
bring together widely spread cousins into a social
fabric for the enjoyment of family and local history,
and for exchanging informa on in the pursuit of
genealogy and family pedigrees.

© 2021 The Thomas Stanton Society
150 Roosevelt Road
Hyde Park, NY 12538

Pvt. Courtland Pren ce (in a company of Morgan’s
Raiders under the command of Colonel Duke) was
killed early in the struggle, in 1862, at Augusta,
Kentucky. Col. Clarence Pren ce (2nd Ba alion, KY
Calvary, Dortch’s), who lived near Louisville several
years a er the war, was killed in 1873 by being
thrown from a buggy.

Rick Stanton

president
renegades2@me.com

Nancy Ryan

vice president
nancyryan140@gmail.com

Donna Amen

treasurer
damen @gmail.com

(See on page 11 a transcript of a le er wri en to
President Lincoln by George Denison Pren ce
regarding parole for his son Clarence. Also see

Tom Mennillo secretary/membership chair/
newsle er editor
tmennillo@yahoo.com
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